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IMMEDIATELY

U.S. SUPREME COURT 9 S WILLIAM 0. DOUGLAS
TO SPEAK AT UNIVERSITY MONDAY, APRIL 8
MISSOULA-U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Wi I I iam 0. Douglas wi I I present a free pub I ic
lecture entitled "Participatory Democracy" tv1onday (April 8) at the University of Montana
in Missoula.
The lecture, which is the first in a series sponsored by the Program Counci I of the
Associated Students of UM under its "Visiting Scholars Program," wi I I be at 8 p.m. in the
Harry Adams Field House.
Besides Monday's lecture, Douglas also wi I I visit with students in various classes
Tuesday (Apri I 9).

He wi II meet with Journal ism students at 9 a.m.; political science,

economics and history students at I I a.m., and law students at 2 p.m.
ASUM Program Counci I Director Wi I I iam A. Munoz is coordinator of Douglas' campus
visit.

The UM Visiting Scholars Program is being initiated to bring persons who are

distinguished in their fields to the Missoula campus.
Douglas was born in 1898 in Minnesota, the son of an itinerant home missionary for
the Presbyterian Church.

He attended Whitman Col lege, where he was graduated with Phi

Beta Kappa honors, then moved on to Columbia Law School, where he was graduated in 1925
at the top of his class.

From 1928 to 1934 Douglas taught law at Yale University, where

he published articles and law books.

He later went to work for President Frankl in D.

Roosevelt and soon became head of the Securities and Exchange Commission.
In 1939 President Roosevelt appointed Douglas to the U.S. Supreme Court seat
previously held by Louis D. Brandeis. At the time of his appointment, Douglas was 40 years
of age. Now, at 75, with a pacemaker, his tenure on the court numbers 35 years, the
longest of any justice in history. He has served with about one-third of alI Supreme
Court judges. He is known on the court, according to Hugo Black, as an "unbelievably
prodigious and constant worker." He has written over 1,200 opinions and on the average of
one book a year. During his I ifetime he has I ived to see his early dissenting opinions
become law.
-MORE-

U. S. SUPREME COURT'S WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS--2
Twice in his career, the controversial Douglas has invoked the impeachment wrath of
Congress--in June 1953 when he granted Ethel and Julius Rosenberg a ? 11-hour stay of
execution, and again when his personal I ife invoked the wrath of now Vice President
Gerald Ford, who made a 1970 impeachment attempt of Douglas.
In 1971 Douglas ordered an immediate hault to the bombing of Cambodia, upholding a
lower court ruling.

He said he was doin g what any justice would do under the

circumstances when he knows that someone is about to die.
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